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N. U. Program of Community 
Service 


The purpose of the community service program 
which was initiated through the Extension Divi- 
sion of the University of Nebraska in 1948 has been 
to encourage the development of stronger and bet- 
ter Nebraska communities through local initiative 
and self-help. This has been done by making the 
resources of the University available to commun- 
ities throughout the State which have desired in- 
formal educational assistance in connection with 
their efforts to improve community life. 


The assumption underlying the program is 
that the teaching function of the University should 
not be restricted entirely to the classroom, but 
should extend in some degree also to community 
situations where serious-minded adults are gath- 
ered and look to their University for guidance in 
solving community problems. Assistance is ad- 
visory in character, with full recognition of the 
fact that responsibility for planning and imple- 
mentation rests upon the community itself. 

During the calendar year 1951, requests for 
assistance involving visits by University staff 
members were received from 32 Nebraska com- 
munities. In most instances the problems con- 
cerned had to do with community organization 
and community planning of various kinds. 

Correspondence is invited. 


OCTOBER 24TH 


Will October 24th be an important day in your 
community? All over the country, people will be 
observing United Nations Day as part of United 
Nations Week (October 19-25). 

This important event is co-sponsored by the 
American Association for the United Nations and 
the National Education Association, in collabora- 
tion with more than 77 other well known nation- 
wide organizations. Its purpose is two-fold: “to 
concentrate our attention upon the major prob- 
lems confronting the United Nations and the Unit- 
ed States as a member of the United Nations; and 
to serve as a period of our rededication to the prin- 
ciples of the United Nations and our determina- 
tion that they prevent a third world war.” 


If you desire helpful information on posters, 
pamphlets, films, program suggestions, and ideas 


for U. N. Day, in general, you should send for a 
free copy of each of the following leaflets: 

a. “Publications List and Order Blank, July, 
1952,” National Citizens’ Committee for United 
Nations Day, 816 21st Street, N.W., Washington 6, 
Dee 

b. “What You Can Do for United Nations Week 
1952—A Guide for Your Community Campaign,” 
American Association for the United Nations, 45 
East 65th Street, New York 21, New York. 


FAMILY-LIVING HANDBOOK 


In the spring of 1950 Gov. Val Peterson ap- 
pointed a statewide committee which came to be 
known as the Nebraska Council on Children and 
Youth. This group was charged with the respon- 
sibility of representing our state in the program 
of the Midcentury White House Conference on 
Children and Youth, the fifth in a series of decen- 
nial conferences which originated in 1909. 


Not only did the Council do a creditable job of 
preparing and presenting the Nebraska report to 
the White House Conference; it has also made a 
number of noteworthy contributions in the follow- 
up phase of the program. The most recent of these 
is the publication of an attractive 31-page bulle- 
tin entitled “Family Living; A Handbook for Ne- 
braska Communities.” 

This bulletin should be in the hands of every 
community group which is interested in program 
materials related to the broad field of family liv- 


ing. Besides an introduction, it contains carefully4 
prepared sections on books and pamphlets; films; ” 


program suggestions; college course offerings, and 
resource agencies. The latter section lists the prin- 
cipal national, federal, state, and local organiza- 
tions which have services to offer, and describes 
the services in each case. 


Copies are available for distribution free of 
charge through the office of Stanley Good, Chief, 
Child Welfare Division, State Capitol Building, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


For information on assistance available to 
Nebraska communities, please write to: Otto 
G. Hoiberg, Supervisor of Community Serv- 
ice, University Extension Division, The Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 
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yw A Look at the ¢ Others 


Alma—On June 10, 1952, the Harlaee County 


Dam was dedicated at its site near Republican 


City. Among the notables present was Lt. Gen- 
eral Lewis A. Pick of the Corps of Engineers un- 
der whose supervision the huge dam was built. 

The City of Alma, located a few miles west 
of the dam site, will find the waters of the new 
artificial reservoir drawing very close indeed to 
its central area. The Alma Chamber of Commerce 
is determined that with water so near at hand, a 
real effort must be made to develop the recrea- 
tional possibilities, not only of their immediate vi- 
cinity but of the reservoir area as:a whole. To this 
end they called upon the Community Service bu- 
reau of the University Extension Division which 
‘in turn drew the National Recreation Association 
into the picture. Several meetings have been held 
to date, and future developments will be watched 
with real interest. 

Garland—“Having observed how other small 
communities have progressed through community 
clubs” and being “anxious to see improvements in 
our town,” a Community Club has now been or- 
ganized in Garland. The determination of this 
new group was revealed when a recent meeting, 
called to discuss the functions of the organization 
and to draft a tentative constitution, remained in 
vigorous session until 12:15 a.m. 

Kearney—A Family Life Association has re- 
cently been organized in Kearney. Its purposes 
are to study the major social forces affecting fam- 
ily life within the community, to serve as a forum 
for creative discussion, to counteract negative in- 
fluences through constructive action, to foster fam- 
ily life education, and to cooperate with other lo- 
cal groups in sponsoring family life institutes. 

Ulysses—Another Nebraska community which 
takes pride in a newly organized Community Club 
is Ulysses. After considering certain essentials of 
, good community organization at its initial session 
last March 25, attention was turned to the prob- 
lem of community needs and how the Club could 
help to fill them. It was agreed that one of their 
first tasks would be to make a list of projects to 
which the Community Club should give its at- 
tention and to give each project a priority rating. 


COMING INSTITUTES 
September 26, 27: Personnel and Employment 
Security. 


October 6-10: Fleet Supervisors and Trainers 
Course. 


October 7-Nov. 25: Work Simplification (Omaha) 
October 16, 17, 18: Diesel Operators Conference 
October 31, Nov. 1: Insurance Institute. 

December 1-5: Basic Statistical Quality Control. 


“Film ae for iene Church Ustiene, Cc ‘ 
Early indications are that ‘the ‘aia 0 a a 
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over the United States during the few weeks that 
it has been available. 

The filmstrip was produced in response to a 
clear-cut need expressed by participants in a school 
for church ushers held in 1950. An advisory com- 
mittee appointed by the Lincoln Ministerial Asso- 
ciation worked in close cooperation with the Ex- 
tension Division to assure that this new teaching 
aid would be geared to the actual problems con- 
fronting the churches. 

“The Art of Church Ushering” is a 35mm black 
and white filmstrip with 31 frames. It has already 
proved its worth in training programs for both 
new and seasoned church ushers, and can be pur- 
chased with an Instructor’s Guide at $3.00 postpaid 
from the Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction, Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln. 


The more one works, the more willing one is 
to work. —Lord Chesterfield 


HAVE YOU READ....? 


Making Good Communities Better; A Hand- 
book for Civic-Minded Men and Women, by Irving 
T. Sanders, University of Kentucky Press, Lex- 
ington, 1950. 174 pages. 

Here is a genuinely practical and down-to-earth 
book on the “how” of community self-improve- 
ment. The first five chapters deal, respectively, 
with “What Makes A Good Community,” “But 
Communities Differ,’ “Promoting a Program or 
Project: the Five Stages,” “A Better Community 
Through Better Organizations,” and “Your Phil- 
osophy of Community Service.” The remainder 
of the volume presents a series of 21 brief but 
pertinent guideposts by national authorities on 
subjects such as “Scoring Your Community,” “Un- 
derstanding and Dealing with Local Conflict,” and 
“Pointers in Developing a Community Recreation 
Program.” 


Published weekly by the University Extension Division, Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, except monthly in May, June, July and 
December. Entered as second-class matter May 9, 1921 at the 
postoffice at Lincolnl, Nebraska under the Act of August 24, 
1912. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided 
for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1921. 
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